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Period for Reply 

ftssssgs^ A s?ss ss^sr ,s set to expire - 3 m ™ fr ™ 

earned patent term adjustment. See W ^rTtSSS) 9 commumcafon, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 January 2003 . 

2a)M This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters ornspr. rtinn ac tn th* m ^ ■ 

4) S Claim(s) ± is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D ap p r0 v e d b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0 
a)DAII b)U Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staoe 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) 'Nauonaibtage 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

1 7 Th l e i ranslation of the forei 9n language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

Attachment(s) 

1) Q Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) | — i . „ 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5 H ST"? f^f 70 ^ Pa " er No < s >" ■ 

3) □ .nformation DisCosure Statements) (P?0-1449) Paper No(s) . JJ □ 0^ APP " Ca,i ° n (PT °- 152) 
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1 . Claims 2-4 have been cancelled in the amendment received on 1 1/17/2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

inlt P3te ^ . ma y^j* pained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in sertK,n 102 of th.s title, if the differences between the subject matter sougrrt to be patertedlnd 
the pnor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would ha ve been obvious at the time th? 

pTS^T? 6 !°„ a perSOn havin9 ordinary ski " in ttie art t0 whi <* saS lsub"Ic1 miSSXns 
Patentabilrty shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mori (JP 1 1- 
348576) in view of Peterson et al (US 6,329,439), Okada et al (US 5,728,744) and 
Kato et al (US 5,992928) as set forth in Paper no. 5. 

Response to Arguments 

4. The art rejections have been maintained for following reasons. The motivation to 
combine Mori, Peterson and Okada with Kato is sufficient and proper. The weather 
strip of Mori, Peterson and Okada as modified by Kato would teach or suggest a 
molded part being composed of a non-foamed TPO having a hardness of Hs 40° to 
50°. Kato discloses a TPO molding portion of a weather strip wherein the preferred 
hardness for the molding portion is within the range 20 to 80 (column 2, lines 55-59). 
Kato also discloses that hardness values in this range produce good moldability, 
good strength and good absorption of expansion and contraction forces (table 1 , 
column 5, lines 32-53). Therefore, it would have been obvious to the skilled artisian 
at the time the invention was made to use a die-molding portion with a hardness 
within Applicant's claimed range, motivated by the desire to produce a weather strip 
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with good moldability, good strength and good absorption of expansion and 
contraction forces. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and 
any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing 
date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply 
expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Vo whose telephone number is (703) 605-4426. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tue-Fri, 8:30-6:00 and on alternating 
Mondays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on (703) 308-2414. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 
(703) 872-931 0 for regular communications and (703) 872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-0661 . 



HV 

March 23, 2003 




